
R/V PaUagRn​ COVID-19 PUeYenWion ManagemenW Plan 
Version B (9/18/2020) 

 
The gXidelines presented here are intended to minimi]e the chances of COVID-19 

transmission onboard the Yessel ​R/V PaUagRQ​.  The Yessel is Zell sXited for Xse dXring the 
pandemic becaXse of its Zell-Yentilated configXration, minimal creZ reqXirements and t\pical 
Xsage for trips of short dXration.  Regardless, the transmission of COVID-19 among passengers 
and creZ is possible and all precaXtions mXst be taken to preYent it.  The reqXirements oXtlined 
beloZ are based on recommendations from the USCG, CDC, EPA and MBARI management 
team.  
 
PeUVonnel UeTXiUemenWV 

1. Personnel feeling sick or e[hibiting s\mptoms consistent Zith those of COVID-19 shall 
not board the Yessel. 

a. S\mptoms indicatiYe of a COVID-19 infection are: 
i. FeYer or chills 
ii. CoXgh 
iii. Shortness of breath or difficXlt\ breathing 
iY. FatigXe 
Y. MXscle or bod\ aches 
Yi. Headache 
Yii. NeZ loss of taste or smell 
Yiii. Sore throat 
i[. Congestion or rXnn\ nose 
[. NaXsea or Yomiting 
[i. Diarrhea 

2. An\one onboard shall terminate the operation if the\ are not comfortable Zith the 
e[posXre risk. 

3. The total nXmber of people aboard the Yessel ​Vhall noW e[ceed foXU ​ (redXced from 
eight).  

4. Personnel are limited to those essential to completing the operation safel\. 
5. At this time, onl\ MBARI staff are alloZed on the ​ R/V PaUagRQ​.  
6. All creZ and passengers mXst sXbmit a ³Pre-crXise CoYid-19 QXestionnaire´ to DMO 

administration tZo Zeeks prior to departXre, and re-Yalidate \oXr responses b\ email 24 
hoXrs before departXre.  YoX mXst receiYe clearance from DMO administration before 
embarking. 

7. The ³Pre-crXise CoYid-19 QXestionnaire´ need onl\ be filled oXt once, and then 24 hoXrs 
prior to each operation personnel mXst reYalidate their responses b\ email to DMO 
administration.  YoX mXst receiYe clearance from the DMO administration before 
embarking. 

8. Onl\ tZo people are alloZed in the hoXse at the same time.  When there are tZo people 
in the hoXse, both are reqXired to Zear masks that coYer nose and moXth. As per 



MBARI¶s RetXrn to Work Polic\, neck gaiters and bandanas are not acceptable. When 
feasible it is recommended to open ZindoZs to increase Yentilation. 

9. All creZ and passengers are reqXired to haYe passed a COVID-19 antigen test from 
MBARI¶s designated lab before going to sea.  

a. Testing Zill be condXcted on interYals not to e[ceed 2 Zeeks 
b. Notif\ ​admindmo@mbari.org ​ to be inclXded in testing, at least  2 Zeeks before 

\oXr trip.  
c.  If an emplo\ee Zill not be onsite at MBARI on the designated testing da\, the\ 

ma\ reqXest throXgh DMO to test at the lab¶s office in Montere\.  
d. The lab or emplo\ee shall send the resXlts to HXman ResoXrces (Norm 

Steinberg) for final approYal.  
10. The Captain is responsible for ensXring that all onboard haYe Yalid COVID-19 test and 

Appendi[ A b\ consXlting the ³ApproYed CreZ Participants´. 
 

PUeYenWaWiYe H\giene 
Transmission of COVID-19 can be preYented or greatl\ redXced b\ enhanced h\giene. 

The recommendations listed beloZ are effectiYe against contracting and against spreading the 
YirXs.  The primar\ means of transmission of COVID-19 is throXgh coXghing, snee]ing, and 
aerosoli]ing dXring breathing and talking.  The YirXs can also be transmitted throXgh 
contaminated sXrfaces if the Yictim then toXches e\es, moXth, nose or face.  DisrXpting these 
modes of transmission is oXr primar\ line of defense.  
 

1. All participants are reqXired to Zash hands (a) prior to getting on the boat, (b) after 
departing the boat and (c) immediatel\ folloZing a snee]e or coXgh or ZheneYer hands 
contact a bodil\ flXid sXch as saliYa or mXcXs.  

2. TZo handZashing stations are aYailable on the MBARI dock and additionall\ the ​R/V 
PaUagRQ​ is oXtfitted Zith a Zash station to facilitate freqXent hand Zashing and is 
stocked Zith hand saniti]er.  The CDC recommends Zashing hands Zith soap and Zater 
thoroXghl\ for at least 20 seconds.  Hand saniti]er can be sXbstitXted Zhen hand 
Zashing is not practical. 

3. All passengers shoXld aYoid toXching their face, moXth, nose or e\es to redXce the 
chances of transmission. 

 
SafeW\ ETXiSmenW and PeUVonal PUoWecWiYe ETXiSmenW (PPE) 

With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, PPE Zill be reqXired onboard the ​R/V 
PaUagRQ​ and sanitation protocols Zill be emplo\ed to ensXre the cleanliness of shared safet\ 
eqXipment (e.g. PFDs and hardhats).  

1. CreZ and passengers are reqXired to haYe a mask or cloth facial coYering on their 
person and aYailable for Xse at all times.  As per MBARI¶s RetXrn to Work Polic\, neck 
gaiters and bandanas are not acceptable.  

2. Social distancing, sta\ing 6 feet apart, is reqXired ZheneYer possible. If less than 6 feet 
apart, both personnel are reqXired to Zear a mask.  

3. Masks mXst be Zorn ZheneYer tZo people occXp\ the hoXse. 



4. GloYes are not reqXired bXt Zill be made aYailable shoXld participants choose to Xse 
them.  Please be aZare that contaminated gloYes are a Yector for the YirXs so the\ 
shoXld be treated the same as one¶s oZn hands. 

5. Small sqXares of paper toZels are effectiYe for single Xse protection for opening doors 
and hatches and can redXce the freqXenc\ of reqXired hand Zashing. 

6. All operators and some freqXent Xsers Zill be issXed their oZn PFDs and hardhats to 
redXce the sharing of common safet\ gear.  The items shoXld be labeled Zith the 
oZner¶s name.  

7. Additional PFDs and hardhats Zill be aYailable for a cleaning rotation so that safet\ 
eqXipment is onl\ shared after being saniti]ed. 

8. FolloZing each trip, the shared eqXipment Zill be saniti]ed according to the procedXres 
oXtlined in the ​SaQLWaWLRQ​ section of this docXment. 

 
 
 
SaniWaWion 

COVID-19 can be transmitted throXgh contact Zith shared sXrfaces.  In some cases, 
Yiable YirXses can persist for da\s on materials and pose a transmission risk.  SXrfaces can be 
contaminated throXgh toXch and throXgh the settling of aerosoli]ed droplets from people 
breathing, talking, coXghing and snee]ing.  Sanitation is the most effectiYe means of mitigating 
the transmission risk.  It is the process of cleaning and disinfecting, the former remoYing grease 
and dirt and the latter deactiYating COVID-19.  
 

1. All common sXrfaces shall be saniti]ed prior to and folloZing the Xse of the ​R/V PaUagRQ 
in a manner consistent Zith the gXidelines listed beloZ. 

2. High Xse sXrfaces sXch as door handles, steering Zheel, throttle, etc. Zill be marked Zith 
color-coded tape and shall be saniti]ed Zith the appropriate disinfectant dXring each 
cleaning c\cle.  Please also saniti]e additional sXrfaces that the creZ or passengers 
haYe or Zill toXch dXring the operation. 

3. Disinfectants Yar\ in their effectiYeness on different sXrfaces and some can eYen be 
damaging to sXrfaces or eqXipment. 

4. Isoprop\l alcohol and eth\l alcohol are effectiYe on the man\ sXrfaces and less irritating 
than bleach so most sXrfaces inside the hoXse Zill be disinfected b\ spra\ing a 70% or 
higher solXtion of alcohol.  Painted sXrfaces can be cleaned and disinfected Zith Cloro[ 
Bleach Wipes.  ToXch screen electronics Zill be saniti]ed Zith an electronics alcohol 
solXtion.  All sXrfaces oXtdoors shoXld be cleaned Zith soap and Zater.  A list of 
common sXrfaces and the appropriate disinfectant is proYided beloZ. 

 
Disinfectant Use on Common SXrfaces 

SXrfaces Bleach Alcohol QAC H\drogen 
Pero[ide 

Floors, other hard 
sXrfaces 

Y Y Y Y 



Painted SXrfaces Y N Y Y 
StrXctXre and bare 

metal 
N Y N N 

Machiner\ and 
SensitiYe EqXip 

N Y N SOMETIME
S 

Cables N N N Y 
Electronics N Y N N 

Fabrics N SOMETIMES Y Y 
 

5. Disinfectants Yar\ in the contact time reqXired to render YirXses ineffectiYe.  A detailed 
list of contact times can be foXnd on the EPA Zebsite (​List N: Disinfectants for Use 
Against SARS-CoV-2).​  When spra\ing a disinfectant onto a sXrface, let it sit for the 
recommended contact time before toXching it or Ziping it off.  For e[ample, contact time 
for eth\l alcohol is as little as 30 seconds Zhereas isoprop\l alcohol can take from 3-10 
minXtes depending on the prodXct. 

6. Common sXrfaces that shoXld be saniti]ed before and after the Xse of the Yessel are 
listed beloZ groXped b\ a recommended disinfectant: 
 

a. Alcohol spra\ 
i. Non-toXchscreen electronics knobs 
ii. Saniti]er pXmp dispenser 
iii. WindoZ latches 
iY. Door Handle 
Y. Winch Pendant 
Yi. Inside areas that are toXched (corners aboYe door, compXter tra\s, etc.) 
Yii. Hose 
Yiii. Master breaker panel 
i[. CompXter brackets and iphone cradles 
[. Pencil/ Pens 
[i. Perko sZitches 
[ii. Door Lock 

 
b. Alcohol spra\ and Cloro[ bleach Zipes 

i. Helm (throttle, Zheel) 
 

c. Alcohol spra\ and store oXtdoors 
i. Hardhats 
ii. PFDs  

 
d. Designated electronics cleaning solXtion 

i. Three Garmin chart plotters 
ii. Engine control displa\ 

 



e.  Soap and Zater 
i. Engine Zash doZn connectors 
ii. Aft hatch handles 
iii. Lines 
iY. Dock Winch Pendant 
Y. Gas Caps 
Yi. ValYe Handles 
Yii. Fenders 
Yiii. Side-lines for Boom 

 
f. Wash hands after toXching 

i. Engine coYers 
ii. Electric fence plXg 
iii. FXel station pXmp handle 

 
LogV and FloaW PlanV 

1. The Yessel log and float plan Zill noZ be completed online to redXce the Xse of shared 
items.  The float plan mXst still be filled oXt before the Yessel leaYes the dock and the 
Yessel log mXst still be completed before the captain leaYes the ​R/V PaUagRQ​ after an 
operation.  
 

GeneUal Polic\ 
1. If an\one that Zas on the ​R/V PaUagRQ​ comes doZn Zith s\mptoms consistent Zith 

COVID-19, the\ mXst notif\ Norm Steinberg and Mike Kell\ as soon as possible so that 
the ​R/V PaUagRQ ​can be appropriatel\ saniti]ed and/or remoYed from serYice 
temporaril\.  

2. The procedXres oXtlined in this docXment are sXbject to change based on the eYolYing 
gXidelines proYided b\ the USCG, CDC, EPA and MBARI management team. 
QXestions aboXt these policies can be directed to Mike Kell\ and Jared FigXrski. 
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