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1) Plug in all system connectors, making sure that both the main battery and controller battery are charged.
2) Plug in the special programming cable into the controller’s USB port. This cable has the power wires cut so your laptop won’t back feed power into the system.
3) Open a terminal emulator on your laptop and connect to the device with the name “usbmodem2101”. The bit rate doesn’t matter for virtual serial ports, but 9600 bps certainly works. Be sure to set the terminal emulator for “local echo” as the controller doesn’t echo back characters sent to it (this will change in future versions).
4) Hit a couple of carriage returns and the controller should respond with “> Invalid command. Type ‘help’ for more.” This confirms that you have a connection to the controller. (An empty command is considered an invalid command, but this will change on future versions).
5) Enter “clock set” to set the current time. The command only accepts hours and minutes, so hit enter right at the top of the minute if you want to synchronize the seconds. The command will time out after 30 secs if you don’t hit enter, so wait until at least 30 secs after the minute to start this command. Note that if you make a mistake while entering a command, you can’t fix it. Just hit return, causing the command to be rejected, and re-enter the correct command. This will be fixed in future versions.
6) Enter “clock read” to verify that the correct time was entered.
7) Enter “event first” to set the time that recording will start on the first day.
8) Enter “event start” to set the time that recording will start on every subsequent day.
9) Enter “event stop” to set the time that recording will stop each day.
10) Enter “event list” to see all the event times.
11) Enter “battery main” to read the main battery voltage.
12) Enter “battery cont” to read the controller battery voltage (or “battery aux” for v1.0.0).
13) Enter “deploy” and follow the prompts to begin deployment.
14) If you ever need to abort a deployment or you’ve gotten the controller in a strange state, just turn the controller power off few seconds to reset the controller, turn it back on, and start the setup again. The tiny controller power switch is next to the controller battery connector, and the switch is on when it’s towards the battery connector.
