
Dear MT,

If possible, we would like to take advantage of unanticipated MARS port availability to deploy the SES plugged in rather than autonomously this year. To support this effort, we would like to request the following changes to our plan, and $6K in funds.

Original plan: Deploy the SES autonomously near MARS twice (spring, fall). Download data upon instrument recovery at the end of each deployment. Use these data to understand the short-term magnitude and patterns of carbon flux at MARS. No ability to modify sampling schedule based on what we're learning, or test new functions.
 
Change/funds requested: Plug into MARS now that a node is available, which costs $6,000 in port fees [$1000/month x 6 months (early May through late October)].

Justification: This change would significantly improve our science and engineering plan by providing:
· real-time access to data, and a much longer, uninterrupted dataset,
· ability to change SES functions mid-deployment (e.g. change collect time to reduce the chances of clogs),
· ability to test new software functions that work toward our goal (e.g. test adding a "bulletin board" feature that we could test with the Wave Glider.
· Additionally, because the schedule of MARS node upgrades has shifted, access to a port we were counting on for 2024 might not materialize, so access in 2023 is even more critical.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

thanks and take care,
Crissy

