TO:
Robin Gauss/Robert Beard


Maripro, Inc.


1522 Cook Place


Goleta, CA 93117

FROM:
Gene Massion


MBARI


7700 Sandholdt Road


Moss Landing CA 95039

DATE:
April 16, 2001


SUBJECT:
Cable pack RFQ

Gentlemen

We are converging on a cable design from Southbay Cable that looks like it will meet our requirements for the ROV cable laying job we’ve been discussing.  I’ve attached a preliminary data sheet from Southbay that describes the cable for your comments.  I was concerned that the polyurethane overall cable jacket they are proposing would be too sticky for our deployment system and/or not compatible with you packaging techniques and materials.  I asked them to send me a sample of any cable that had the same jacket so we could see how it went through our planned deployment hardware.  It seems to be fine from our perspective and I’ve sent it along for your inspections.  If you don’t see any significant problems, we will go ahead with the cable order.

Our plan is to order a 14 km length (or 4 - 3.5 km lengths if it is more convenient).  In addition, we are trying to order a shorter length of the actual cable so we can make sure you can package it at Maripro.  This sample cable would arrive early enough that if it can’t be packaged, we can cancel the order for the 14 km and go back to the drawing board.

At this point, I’d like to work with you to finalize the details of the RFQ that you would eventually quote.  The following is a very simple RFQ that should serve as a starting point.  If you have a standard specification for a cable pack that would be helpful.

1. Evaluation of a short (~500 foot) length of cable for packaging purposes

2. Fabrication of 4 each 3.5 km cable packs using this same (customer furnished) cable


2.1. The SOW in the previous quote seems fine with some of the details changed to support the new cable and lengths.  In addition …

2.2. Flanges per Maripro drawing number xxxxx (If you have a drawing you can send me that we can mark up that would be great, .dwg or .dxf format would really be great)

2.3. Cable tails – leave 5 meters of cable coiled on the outside of the pack at each end.

3. Testing

3.1. Incoming inspection - It seems like it would be a good idea if you ran an OTDR trace of the cable when you receive it for incoming inspection.

3.2. Factory acceptance test – If you ran another OTDR trace on each of the final cable packs and the results were within ~10% of the incoming OTDR trace, that would be fine

4. Delivery

4.1. Hopefully you can provide a delivery that is X weeks after receipt of the cable.

5. Documentation 

5.1. Incoming and FAT OTDR test results.

5.2. Any other documentation you generate as part of your standard cable packaging process.

