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November 30, 2007
Mandy Allen

Operations Administrator

Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

7700 Sandholt Road

Moss Landing, CA  95039

RE: 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) Proposal for MARS Cable Experiment (CDP E-05-007/Consistency Certification CC-076-05) - Additional Approval for Deep-Sea Environmental Sample Processor (D-ESP) Experiment in 2008
Dear Ms. Allen:

On September 15, 2005, the Coastal Commission approved Coastal Development Permit E-05-007 and Consistency Certification CC-076-05 which allowed the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) to install and operate a 31.7-mile long marine research fiber optic cable offshore of Moss Landing and within the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.  The project included placement in federal waters of an instrument node at the seaward end of the cable that provides power and data transmission to and from shore as part of the Monterey Accelerated Research System (MARS) program.  
On November 8, 2007, Coastal Commission staff issued a letter of approval for the following projects proposed as part of the MARS program in 2008: Eye-In-The-Sea (EITS), Benthic Rover, Sedimentation Sensor/Time-Lapse Camera, and the Cabled Free Ocean CO2 Enrichment System (FOCE).  The Commission’s approval of the above MARS projects for 2008 did not include the Deep-Sea Environmental Sample Processor (D-ESP) project, which MBARI also proposed; this letter shall serve to include the D-ESP project as part of the suite of MARS projects authorized by the Commission for 2008. 
Deep-Sea Environmental Sample Processor (D-ESP)
The D-ESP is a metal alloy canister that will be deployed on the seafloor where it will collect water samples via membrane filtration and analyze particulate matter of the deep sea.  The instrument, with attendant contextual sensors, will temporarily disturb approximately 2 m2 of sea floor.  MBARI expects to deploy the D-ESP in September 2008 and recover it in its entirety in March 2009.   
Based on the information included in your MARS project submittal, the Coastal Commission staff agrees with MBARI that the D-ESP experiment would not affect the coastal zone, and that, as modified, the originally concurred-with activity remains consistent with the applicable Coastal Act policies.
If you have any questions, please call me at 415-904-5205.

Sincerely,

Alison Dettmer

Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division
cc:
Santa Cruz District Office


MBNMS (Deirdre Hall)


State Lands Commission (Sue Young)
