Facilities – MBARI
Scholin’s team occupies approximately 2000 sq. ft. of laboratory space.  Scholin’s science laboratory is equipped for bacteria and phytoplankton culturing, epiflourescence microscopy and photodocumentation (Zeiss Axiskop, Axiovert10, Axioplan2), full suite of tools for molecular analytical techniques [DNA cloning, PCR, gel electrophoresis, DNA sequencing and quantitative PCR (ABI 3100, 7700), 96-well plate spectrophotometer, NanoDrop spectrophotometer, micro array printing (PerkinElmer Piezoarray), refrigerators and freezers, centrifuges, clean-air benches (for reagent prep and culturing), SpeedVac, autoclaves, and equipment needed for DNA probe development and testing using whole cell and cell homogenate formats].  The ESP project is supported by in-house computer support (networks, printers, project libraries, etc), video lab, mechanical, electrical and software engineers, and CAD tools.  The ESP team has ready access to machine shops, electronics labs, sea water test tank, pressure test facility walk-in cold rooms with or without running seawater, overhead cranes and high bays for assembling large ocean-going equipment.  Sea-going activities are supported by three MBARI-owned and operated research vessels [Zephyr, Pt. Lobos with ROV Ventana (1km depth range), and Western Flyer with ROV Tiburon (4km depth range)], as well as moorings and AUVs for surface water observations and benthic mapping.  Marine operations are staged from docks immediately adjacent to MBARI, with forklift and mobile crane access from high bays to dock facilities.  The MARS cable observatory will support future operations at ~890m depth.  More on MBARI’s ocean observing capabilities can be found at http://www.mbari.org/moos/.  Staging areas and support for shipping/receiving large crates and containers are also available on-site.
