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I’ve reviewed the paper and filled out the review form provided.  The following additional minor comments may be useful. 

The paper describes a well thought out and carefully implemented cabled observatory.  A fair amount of the paper is spent describing a relatively standard data set from the deployed instruments.  Since the paper is intend for a special issue on Ocean Observatories, it may be appropriate to spend more time describing the details of how the cabled observatory was implemented.  In the telemetry system blocks shown in Figure 2, it would be interesting to address some of the following questions 1) was an industry standard telemetry protocol used?  2) was commercial hardware or a custom implementation used?  3) if a custom implementation was used what are its details and advantages over a commercially available solution?  Additional detail would also be interesting on the power distribution system.  Is it a constant current system with zener diode drops at every node?  If so, how was the possibility of single point failures causing complete system failure addressed?   Of particular interest to other groups implementing cabled observatories would be a description of how the science instruments were interfaced to the telemetry and power systems.  Other areas of interest to the cabled observatory community would include system reliability analyses; system protection against ground faults, failed instruments etc.; experience gained during the observatory deployment and actual experience gained operating the observatory.  

Thanks for the opportunity to review this paper, it was an interesting experience.

