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Hello Terry,


We are about to place a probe order and I have a few questions for you before we order.

1.)  Originally we were labeling our capture probes with Long Chain biotin (biotin LC) on the 5' end.  From the literature on your website it seems that we should use the 5' Bio-ON.  However,  Shana Goffredi has been getting her capture probes labeled with 3' Bio-TEG.  Since we are using the same analytical  system (sandwich hybridization ) which one would be best.

ANSWER:  Use the Bio-TEG.  It provides a better synthesis than Bio-ON because of its length.

2.)  We have been using three C9 spacers between the biotin and the oligo.  Do you think that we should be using a different combination of spacers or lengths?

ANSWER:  No, C9 spacers are more reliable during synthesis 

3.)  For our fluorescent-labeled signal probes we have been labeling the 5' end with flourodite (mixed isomer).  My question is whether or not the internal fluor can be a fluorodite or a fluorescien and  can we add a spacer (C9 or C18) to  make sure the fluorescent tag sticks out of the major grove and is available to the antifluor antibody.

ANSWER:  At this time only the single isomer is available, although Terri will check to see if a mixed isomer is available.  We can get some extra spacing on internal fluorescent tags by specifying x = amino dt + SLX.  This will give a 20 to 22 spacer.

4.)  When we request a fluorescent label on the 3' end of the oligo can we specify a fluorodite (mixed isomer) or a single isomer fluorescien.

ANSWER: At this time only the single isomer is available.
