What is a Shore Contact?
 	There are many possible problems a vessel can encounter when at sea.  In some cases the captain and crew may be unable to alert others to their predicament, and a timely response to any emergency at sea is of the utmost importance to minimize the chance that the situation will worsen.  A shore contact is a single shoreside person that is given the responsibility of confirming that the vessel is OK.  If a vessel exceeds its estimated time of arrival without contact, there are simple procedures to follow to insure the safety of the vessel and its passengers. 

	If you agree to be shore contact, you are accepting sole responsibility for checking in with the vessel and alerting others about a possible emergency.  This is a very important job that can mean the difference between life and death, so only accept if you are able to fulfill these duties.

Information for the Shore Contact:
 	A shore contact must be provided with the following information at a minimum:

1) Time of Departure
2) Time of Return
3) Names of people aboard
4) Expected course of the vessel (e.g., M2H, M1, then back to Moss Landing)
5) At least one onboard cell phone number

Good practices

1) The ship’s progress can be tracked via ODSS ( ), it is a good habit to check the map throughout the day because an anomaly in the track may indicate a problem before the estimated return time.
2) It is encouraged that the operator update the shore contact when possible to keep them briefed on progress.   


Procedure to follow if the vessel is tardy

1) Call and text the onboard cell phone
2) Call cell phones of other passengers 
3) Check ODSS ( ) for the ships location.  If the ship is in transit or in the harbor everything is OK. 
4) In some cases the boat is almost to port and can be seen on ODSS or observed in binoculars in the Pacific Forum
5) After 15 minutes, Contact Chris Grech to use his office VHF that repeats via TORO (call on channel 16) and notify Jared Figurski.
6) [bookmark: _GoBack] If the vessel still cannot be raised by 30 minutes, notify Steve Etchemendy and/or US Coast Guard.
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