Trailer Overweight Issue

11/7/01  Picked up Boat from Moore and Sons and Weighed it at Locatelli Moving

     Weight was 17880 gross.  

11/8/01  Spoke to Trailrite technicians in sales.

Can subtract Tongue Weight for Gross

Trailer is rated per axles, frame, springs

Boat is hugely overweight for trailer

Must go through dealer for Recourse.

First spoke to Pete and then to Rob.

Recommended another trailer- don’t remember specs.

Tongue Coupling is sufficiently strong.

Need 3 6000# axles.

17,880 gross,  full h20 tank (480#), 100 gallons fuel,  trailer (2100), 

17,140 while attached to truck with above provisions

Want input from Anderson but I think pete R. should speak first with Anderson

Tried calling H&F no one there.  Want to ask what they would put our boat on.  Maybe that trailer is OK.  Because of legal considerations, it may be that trailers are not made in excess of 15000# normally because it would require a class A license to drive.  Perhaps it is standard procedure in the industry to overweight….?

11/13/01

  Jared called Highway Patrol Scales:  Got the info.

Package weight does not matter.  Vehicle weight must be 4000#.

Vehicle must be rated to tow weight of boat and trailer.  Cannot subtract tongue weight.

Combined weight of vehicle, boat and trailer cannot exceed 26000# for class C liscence.

Phone : HP scales  1-408-683-9086

             DMV  1-800-777-0133

11/13 4:35 pm (Jamie) Spoke to another guy at the CHP scales and got word that with our class C licenses we can operate any towing vehicle up to 26000#, and the weight of the towed trailer is not subject to inspection and thus regulation. Apparently the trailerboaters exemption was removed. He said we have nothing to worry about so long as we are using something small like a one ton truck, as no one will ever weigh us and will never know. I told him that because of our position here we have to be very careful about crossing our Ts and I thus asked where we might be able to look up the code. He suggested that the best way was to pick up a copy of the vehicle code at DMV for $5.

11/14  13:52  Jaime spoke to Pacific Trailers.  32’ Radon Trailer  

weighs 3800-3900 #   (8” frame )   $12,000  Delivery 3 weeks

Recommends towing with F450 Dually w/  19000# tow capacity

Related story of person towing 15000# trailer empty on highway.  Stopped for speeding.  Busted for not having Class A license.  Moral of story…don’t get busted for speeding.  Other moral….either truck driving school or hiring out….

Recommend a Ford 450 with 19,000 capacity – still not quite legal

11/14 2:00 PM – Jamie - Spoke to North County Towing Owner Bill, and found he would tow us from SC harbor to LML for about 1.5 to two hours charge at the UC rate of $105/hour (20,000 lb truck). Will will launch us. Also said Class A required with a three axel trailer.

11/15  Decision made to strip boat of all weight and make it legal for trailer.  All day spent weighing and stripping boat, draining fluids.  Moved boat forward 10 inches on trailer.  Weights of all items were recorded.

11/16  De-masted the Paragon.  Took it to Locatelli scale.  Got a certificate for a weight of 14,780#……220# under trailer capacity.   Still had about 85 gallons of diesel (595#)

Weights:   Ford Pickup   Bottom of ball ht.  19”

Front axle truck:  2340

Truck+ tongue wt:  6360

Total Vehicle +Boat +trailer: 20,840

Boat on hitch:  14,780

Boat + Trailer (off truck):  15620

Drive 1st trailer axle off:  9180

Drive 2nd trailer axle off: 4500

  Conclusion:  Seems very likely that this trailer will do just fine – now we need to pin down the actual DMV driving regulations to determine if we can drive this rig with a Class C.  This will ultimately determine- whether we actually want a vehicle to tow, or if someone needs truck driving school, or if we just use a service.

