









3/16/10

RE: Finger Injury           SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT

On Feb. 18, 2010 as I recall, at about 4:30 pm, in the Bldg.B Hi-Bay,   I was looking through the racks of miscellaneous plastic for a suitable piece of stock for my next project,  I did not notice a piece which was perched on top of the others.  In this section the pieces are thick, 1-2”, this piece fell and hit my finger in a moment of inattention.     Apparently, an edge caught my right forefinger in such a way that the last joint was pinched between the falling piece and another piece of material.    I was surprised by how badly sprained my finger appeared to be.  The falling piece only fell a foot or so.  I was not aware at this time I had also damaged the tendon.  The outer joint on the finger was very tender and swelled up immediately.  At this time, I considered it a nuisance injury and did not report it.  A little over a week later, it was apparent I had done more damage than just a sprain as I couldn’t straighten the forefinger properly. Since it was going to require medical attention,  I reported the injury to our Safety office, Tara Smallwood, on 3/2/10.   I saw Dr. Sunde. the next day, who confirmed I had ruptured the tendon effecting extension on the tip of the right forefinger.  I am now wearing a metal splint to keep the outer joint straight so it can heal.  I went back to work immediately.  The short splint only affects some actions I need to do but is not a major problem.  Writing legibly with a pen is one of the bigger problems.  If  I wear the splint 24/7 for 8 weeks, I should be fine.  

There were no witnesses.
As is the case in a job like mine involving knives, rotating machinery, sawing and cutting operations of every description, be very aware of where my fingers are, I didn’t adhere to this important principle.  


I apologize for this paperwork being delayed in being submitted.  I have been very busy the last 2 weeks and then I forgot to take it home the week-end of  3/6-7.  

