Bill,
Here is a little more information on the cable delivery system.

The spool was designed to allow the ROV to deploy a cable that is connected to the experiment on one end and terminated with an ODI 12-way ROV connector on the other end.

The full system looks like this:
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The framework is a drawer that mounts in the ROV.  The spool is removable.  Where the spool is mounted for the deployment depends upon the deployment method for the experiment.  If the experiment is going to ride down on the ROV, the spool will be located in the drawer as shown.  If the experiment is going to the bottom separate from the ROV, then the spool will need to do with the experiment and be picked up by the ROV after it arrives on the bottom.

The spool out of the frame:
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In this picture it is easy to see the holders that the spool shaft sits in.
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And a close up of one of the holders……
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The distance between the outside edges of the two holders is just under 24 inches.  The diameter of the spool flanges is approximately 17 inches.

Both Craig and Knute are out of the office this week and next.  They will be able to provide more detailed information when they return.

Lastly here is a picture of a cable on the spool.  This cable is shorter (15 meters) and a lighter, smaller diameter cable than the one you are planning on using..
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Hopefully this information will help you gauge the amount of effort needed to get ready for the deployment.  Spooling of the cable would happen after the test in the tank here.

If you can provide some additional information about the size and weight of your instrument it would help MBARI in getting ready for the deployment.

Thanks,

Ken Heller
MARS Operations Technician

kheller@mbari.org
831-775-2074

