MARS Safety Equipment Maintenance
The safety equipment for MARS is meant to be used to protect the operator from accidently exposure to high voltage.  The following summarizes the need for the equipment and details its maintenance
· High Voltage Safety Gloves –Protects operator from contact with high voltage.
· Face Shield – Protects the operator’s face and eyes when grounding the high voltage.
· Grounding Stick – Used to short the high voltage to ground.
· Rescue Hook – Used to withdraw an injured worker out of a hazardous area.
High Voltage Safety Gloves
High voltage safety gloves must be used when working near potentially energized high voltage.  The MARS system is operated at a nominal 10,000 volts (or lower).  However, the power supply that is used  is capable of producing 15,000 volts.  Therefore, the high voltage safety gloves need to be class 2, rated to 17,000 AC/25,000 DC volts.  MARS currently uses Type I high voltage safety gloves that are not ozone resistant.  Use of leather covers is required when using high voltage gloves.  Maintenance of the gloves involves both operator and periodic offsite testing.
Offsite Testing
Gloves must be electrically tested every six months independent of use.  Gloves must be stamped with the date of the inspection.
Operator testing
Gloves are required to be tested each day before use, once they are issued.  If gloves are not issued, then no testing is required.  Safety gloves use is not required on a regular basis.  Therefore, gloves that have been offsite tested will be stored at the end of the island until needed.  Once used, the gloves will require daily testing before use.
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