MARS Status October 20, 2009
Current Experiments

1. MOBB on port 1
2. FOCE on port 2

3. Rover on port 3

4. Sensor Group on port 4

5. ESP on port 5

6. EK60 on port 6
7. EITS on port 8
Issues
ESP

Early ESP recovery was washed out due to weather.  Recovery is now scheduled for 10/27.
Ricketts Ability to Service MARS

Need to look at Ventana tools developed for MARS access.  Ricketts will be visiting MARS during the 3rd week of October for a show and tell.  Planned for 10/25 to avoid ESP recovery.  Could now be 10/26 if needed.
EITS Recovery date

Discussion of EITS remaining deployed until February 2010 time Frame.  Erika raised issue of boat day (has money for this year).

WNS Relocation

WNS is now in the new area.  Working on rebuilding and repair of WNS.  Cabling to tank area should be completed this week.
MV Converter

Expecting delivery of the P4 MVC in the December/January timeframe.

FOCE

FOCE is still operational.  FOCE is in an “operate and see” mode.   Recover January 2010.

Interface cables/ODI connectors/adapter assembly

ODI has said they will provide ESP cable at the end of September and MARS adapters at end of October.  MARS adapters might slide out further.  ESP cable has yet to arrive.  Awaiting an updated date from Brock on the MARS adapter assemblies.
MOBB Cable

MOBB cable appears to have been trawled again.  MOBB functioning and GF looks the same.

CISCO security changes

Installed on WNS but not the MARS node itself.   Need to address testing issues but otherwise seems to be working well.

Schedule MARS Power Down for Service
Looking to do in the October timeframe.
Habitat and Biological Impact survey
To be conducted in the January through April 2010 time frame.  Survey of the MARS cable to evaluate impact.  Jim Barry and Linda Kuhnz.  Will require multiple dive days.

Acoustic Communications Base Station for MARS

It has been discovered this is to include a float 50 meters above the base instrument.  Issue is entanglement with ROV tether.  Lee Freitag announced that the deployment date has slid from 10/28/2009 until sometime in February 2010 due to ODI’s inability to deliver product.

Future deployments/recoveries
Rover
Recover 12/18/2009

Connect to port 3
Acoustic Communications Base Station for MARS
Maybe February 2010
6 month deployment
Lee Freitag @WHOI
BPR/Tilt instrument for MARS
Deploy 7/6/2010
Recover 12/4/2010
Bill Chadwick @NOAA

Scott Stalin @NOAA/PMEL

ESP
Recover 10/27/2009
11/25/2009 til early 2010

Chris Scholin
LOOKING (was OBS Seismometer)
Deploy January 20, 2010.

Recover July 21, 2010
John Orcutt @UCSD
Large Aperture Array

2011
NPS

Chinese MARS Node

Dejun Li @Zhejiang University, China

Application is in to NSF.  Plan to be on MARS for 3 months.
Word from ODI (Brock) that there has been communications with ODI about supplying a cable.
No further communications

In-situ calibrator for ph measurement
Kang @Dept of Geology and Geophysics, Univ of Minnesota
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