Visit to MARS Project – 13 April 2011 to 24 May 2011






Last update - 31 March 2011

	Date
	Location
	Activity 

	13 APR 11:12 AM
	
	Arrival on UNITED 6687
MONTEREY airport

	13 APR 3:00 pm
	MBARI
	Visit the MBARI’s lab

Check the cargos

	14 APR 
	MBARI
	Assembly Chinese instruments on the frames

	14 APR
	MBARI
	Assembly  Chinese instrument on the frames

	15 APR
	MBARI
	Assembly   Chinese instrument on the frames; Test instruments and software

	16 APR
	MBARI
	Test instruments on the MARS Wet Node simulator

	17 APR
	MBARI
	Test instruments on the   MARS Wet Node simulator

	18 APR
	MBARI
	Test instruments on the  MARS Wet Node simulator

	18 APR
	MBARI
	Test instruments in the  MBARI pool

	19 APR
	MBARI
	Test instruments in the  MBARI pool

	20 APR
	MBARI
	Transport the instruments on deck

	21 APR
	At sea
	Deploy Chinese instruments on MARS

	22 APR
	At sea
	Deploy Chinese instruments on MARS

	21 APR to 15 MAY
	MBARI
	Test Chinese instruments on MARS

	16 MAY
	At sea
	Recovery Chinese instruments from seafloor

	17 MAY
	At sea
	Recovery Chinese instruments from seafloor

	18 MAY to 19 MAY
	MBARI
	Disassembly Chinese instruments from frames

	20 MAY- 21  MAY
	MBARI
	Package the instruments

	22 MAY
	MBARI
	Transport the instruments to China by plane

	23, Tuesday 24
	MBARI
	Leave for China


Below is the deployment plan and recovery plan proposed by Craig Dawe.

Deployment plan: The plan conceived here at MBARI is to have the two major packages, the science node and the chemistry monitoring system deployed by wire from the Western Flyer. The ROV Ventana will be on the sea floor monitoring the placement and directing the movements to place the equipment. The two packages will be acoustically released once on the seafloor and have a mechanical back up that can be released by the ROV in the event the acoustics do not operate. The third package, the environment monitoring system will be deployed as an elevator with a releasable floatation pack supplied by MBARI. Prior to your arrival here please advise as to the measured in water weight of this package. 

Recovery plan: The Western Flyer will deploy a lift line to the seafloor for each of the science node and the chemistry monitoring system. It will be marked with an acoustic beacon which will be located by the ROV Ventana. Once disconnected from the MARS and each other the lift line will be connected in turn to the Science node and the Chemistry system and the will be hauled to the surface. The Environment system will have a floatation pack deployed that will be connected to a lift point on its frame. The float will be released from its anchor and the package sent to the surface. The package will be recovered on the surface by the Western flyer. The ROV Ventana will recover the float deployment anchor. 

