Permitting Information During Mandy’s Leave
Note: All files are saved in my tempbox at \\Tempest\tempbox\mandy\For_Linda. 

There are four main categories of permits that I currently deal with: MBARI’s general permit with the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS), the MARS cable installation permits, the permits for projects to go on MARS in 2008, and permits for the Benthic Rover. (Note that I do not do the California Dept. of Fish & Game collection permits. That is up to the individual PIs.) I have included additional information regarding each permit below. Please also feel free to look through my files if you need to find any additional information. I can’t guarantee you will find it in there, but you are welcome to look! 
MBNMS General Permit (Permit #MBNMS-2005-010)
This is the permit that MBARI scientists conduct most of their research under. It covers activities that would normally be violations of Sanctuary policies, including activities that cause alterations of the seafloor (e.g. moorings & benthic instrumentation and benthic sampling). It also allows for specific discharges (CO2, hydrochloric acid, and non-toxic tracer dye) which are basically associated with the Brewer and Barry labs. And it covers cable laying for the MOOS mooring (more on this below). 

Each year, a summary report is due on February 1st to the Sanctuary to describe all permitted activities that occurred the previous year, as well as plans for the upcoming year. I completed this report early, and there is a copy in my office should you need to review it. (It’s in the upper bin closest to the window on the right side of the bin.) There are two new projects in 2008 that will require Sanctuary approval (900806 Acoustic Sediment Tracking and 900820 MOOS Mooring Upper Canyon Experiment). 

Active acoustics are a current “hot topic” with the agencies, so we were careful to highlight that the currently proposed research for #900806 is to place a passive hydrophone on the seafloor to listen for sedimentation events. (Please read the write-up included in the report for additional information.) By taking this approach, we are hoping there won’t be any issues with this project. But I wanted to let you know about it in case they come back with additional questions.

The MOOS mooring project is a bit more complicated. Just briefly, we previously received a special permit to install a MOOS mooring system, including cables, within the Sanctuary. (This was well before the MARS project.) Due to delays and changes in the project, we requested an extension of that permission, which has now been incorporated into our general permit with specific authorizations. Since that time, the MOOS system was deployed in an alternate location outside of the Sanctuary. However, for 2008, the project team is proposing to move it back into the Sanctuary. We have included a request in the annual report for this. However, I imagine there will be some additional discussion/questions from the Sanctuary about this. 
On or about February 15th, Marcia and Steve Etchemendy will need to go to the Sanctuary offices to give a presentation covering the annual report. I have set up a tentative date of January 22nd at 2:30 p.m. at the Sanctuary offices. Marcia and Steve already know, but if there is any follow-up necessary, would you mind dealing with that?

I have save all the files I used to produce the report in my tempbox (\\Tempest\tempbox\mandy\For_Linda), so that you can keep a copy for future reference.

Unfortunately, I really don’t have a regular internal contact if I have questions about the general permit. If any issues come up regarding this permit, I would suggest asking Marcia. (Although you can also check with Keith regarding the MOOS project.)
Side note: Since the MARS project, state agencies have taken an interest in our research activities. The California State Lands Commission (CSLC) asked that we submit an annual report to them covering projects that occur in State waters. I have sent this off to them for this year already. They typically have no questions or follow up, and no official permits or authorizations are ever issued. I hope that will be the case again this year. We may end up having to something similar with the California Coastal Commission (CCC) down the road, but we are holding off on that unless they request it. I can talk to you more about that.
MARS Cable Installation Permits
As you know, we obtained several permits for the MARS cable installation. If any questions come up about these permits (from individuals or from the agencies), please talk with Keith before responding. He has been very involved in the permit process for the installation, and he is aware of all the issues that we need to consider. There is a binder with a copy of all these permits in my office if you ever have a need to look at them.
MARS Cable Monitoring Plan

I have placed a copy of the approved plan in my tempbox & printed a hard copy for you and placed it in the folder I left on your chair. Please review the plan for required submittals (30 days and 6 months after completion of surveys). A copy of these reports will need to go to the MBNMS, CCC, and CSLC. A copy of the final report will also need to go to the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Dominic Roques, Central Coast Water Board, 895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. Email: droques@waterboards.ca.gov.) Please check with Keith if you have any questions about the plan.
Permits for 2008 MARS projects

The agencies (MBNMS, CCC, and CSLC) all requested that we apply to them annually for permission to deploy instruments on MARS. (Note that all projects are deployed in Federal, not State waters, but because of the nature of the cable installation, we must get permission from the state agencies as well.) I submitted an application packet to all three agencies in September for all the funded projects to date that plan to deploy on MARS in 2008. (For electronic files, see the Final Application Submittal file under 2008 MARS Projects.) There is a hard copy of the application packet in my files. I have already received authorization letters from the CCC. 
The CSLC doesn’t seem to be too concerned about the projects, but I haven’t received an “official” authorization from them. In general, we typically assume approval based on the inference in our requests to them in lieu of formal approval. I can talk to you more about this. A copy of our latest email is included in the final approvals folder in my files (top drawer in the 4-drawer file cabinet next to Shannon’s desk).
The MBNMS has indicated they will send along their permits any day now. Deirdre said she doesn’t think she’ll need anything else. 

Now for the “other” projects…

There are two projects that I am currently aware of that wish to go on MARS in 2008 that we have not yet applied for. One is called HPIES, and the other is an echo sounder project with John Horne as the PI. There are concerns with these projects and acoustics involved. Perhaps you can talk with Steve and Keith about these when the time comes to get the full picture. I have saved copies of all the documentation I have for these projects in my tempbox in the For_Linda folder in another folder called 2008 MARS Projects.

Please note that I have not reviewed the documents for either of these projects or formatted them to fit the style of the other submittals. I have saved a copy of the template for the info the agencies require in the 2008 MARS Projects folder called Template_Sanctuary_Application_Requirements.doc. I have also saved an example of the format I used for final submissions in the same folder, and it is called Example_Sanctuary_Application.doc. 
Also, just FYI, there are a few instruments that were already approved for MARS via the EIR/EIS process and permitting for the cable installation. I have included a copy of these instruments in the folder I will give you.
Recent development: Steve Etchemendy just told me that he spoke with Andrew Devogelaere at the Sanctuary regarding the Horne project. Andrew may be interested in collaborating with John Horne on the project and thus making it a “Sanctuary” project in Steve’s eyes. He hopes that we would then not have to worry about any approvals with the CCC/CSLC as it would be the Sanctuary’s problem. Since we are supposed to seek approval from all three agencies for any project going on MARS, I’m not sure how that will fly, but I’m just letting you know Steve’s thought processes for now. 

Internal Contacts for MARS Projects

Steve Etchemendy: 775-1902 or etst@mbari.org 

Craig Dawe: 775-1910 or dacr@mbari.org
I have asked Steve and Craig to have you be the main contact between MBARI and the agencies for submitting permit documents so we don’t have too much confusion. They should contact you whenever there are new projects to go on MARS that need to be permitted. Other than the two mentioned above, I am hoping there aren’t any other “surprises,” but they would be the ones who will find out first, so keep in touch with them. 
Just to give you a little background about permitting MARS projects, we have had meetings with the agencies, and as a result, they requested that we try to include all projects for the following year in to one annual application. So this is what was done this year. We have explained that there may be additional projects we aren’t aware of or that aren’t funded that come up after the annual submittal that we will have to apply for separately. While they acknowledged that this will occasionally happen, they all expressed a desire to keep additional submittals to a minimum. From MBARI’s standpoint, the consensus has been that we will just have to deal with any additional projects as they come up. It would be great to combine any new submittals together if possible. But do whatever you feel is right.
Benthic Rover

The benthic rover has had a funny history, which I won’t go into here. But suffice it to say that the agencies decided we couldn’t deploy it under our general Sanctuary permit. We had to obtain special permission because it was eventually going to be deployed on MARS. The most recent permit we have received from the MBNMS for the Rover is permit #MBNMS-2006-028 (see file). I have submitted a request for deployment of the Rover on MARS in 2008 as well as for autonomous deployments. We have already received authorization from the CCC. Authorization from the Sanctuary should be coming soon, along with the rest of the MARS projects. And the CSLC has issued no objections, so we are going with the assumption that everything is fine with them. (This is typically how we have to proceed with them.) 
One permit condition for the MBNMS permit is that we submit a summary report for the past Rover deployments. It is due to the Sanctuary by December 30, 2007. I already submitted this report and have included the file in my tempbox just in case there are any follow up questions. But hopefully there won’t be any. 

Agency Contacts

Here are the main contacts at all three agencies.
Deirdre Hall, Permit Coordinator

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

299 Foam Street

Monterey, CA  93940

Phone: (831) 647-4207
Fax: (831) 647-4250
Email: deirdre.hall@noaa.gov
Mark Delaplaine
Federal Consistency Coordinator
California Coastal Commission

45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000

San Francisco, CA 94105

Phone: (415) 904-5250
Fax: (415) 904-5400

Email: mdelaplaine@coastal.ca.gov 
Dave Plummer

California State Lands Commission

100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100-South

Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

Phone: (916) 574-1858
Email: plummed@slc.ca.gov
Miscellaneous

The only other topic I can think of right now is regarding the state Marine Protected Areas. Despite attempts to find out, we have not yet received any information about special permits that will be required to operate in these areas, so we are not pursuing anything at this point (per Marcia). So for now, I would not worry about this, but just wanted you to be aware of it.
I am happy to answer any questions that I can while I am out. Here is my contact info:

Home Number: 758-5735

Cell Number: 970-8441

Home email: mooses2@sbcglobal.net 

I hope this won’t be too much of a burden, and I have probably included way more information than you need. Thank you so much!

