The Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) is planning to install a cabled observatory system in the Monterey Bay to support scientific research. We are currently seeking an environmental consulting firm to assist us with permitting issues for this project. Initial applications have already been submitted, as described below. 

The goal of this project, the Monterey Accelerated Research System (MARS), is to design and install an advanced cabled observatory in Monterey Bay. MARS will provide a continuous monitoring presence in the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, as well as serve as the test bed for a state-of-the-art regional ocean observatory. The test bed will provide real time communication and continuous power to suites of scientific instruments enabling monitoring of biologically sensitive benthic sites and allowing innovative scientific experiments to be performed.

We have submitted an application to the California State Lands Commission (CSLC) and the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS), who will be serving as co-lead agencies for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Additionally, they will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for this project. 

We are looking for a consulting firm to assist with all project permitting and agency consultation from this point forward, in addition to any other issues that may develop as a result of these pursuits. Agencies and permits we have identified include:

Agency
 




Permit/Authorization/Consultation

California State Lands Commission
Lease of State Lands (Application already submitted)

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
Special Use Permit (Application already submitted)

California Coastal Commission
Coastal Development Permit


Federal Consistency Certification

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
CWA Section 404 Permit


HA Section 10 Permit

Regional Water Quality Control Board
Water Quality Certification

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
ESA Section 7 Consultation

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
ESA Section 7 Consultation

Air Quality Control Board
Air Quality Authorization

California Department of Fish and Game
Endangered Species Consultation


Pollution Prevention Plan

California Department of Parks & 

Office of Historic Preservation Consultation

Recreation

Northwest Information Center

Historical Resources Update






Moss Landing Harbor District

Special Activities Use Permit or similar

Please find enclosed a CD containing the application materials and supplemental information provided to CSLC and MBNMS thus far. I have provided a hard copy of the table of contents for the file titled Application Text.doc in the Application Binder folder (see Contents in the CD cover). This should help to direct you to information that is most pertinent to your review. 

The information presented has been compiled in response to questions we were requested to answer in the standard CSLC application, as well as to additional questions provided to us by Nancy Quesada, Public Land Management Specialist. 

To meet MBNMS requirements, we have used the MBNMS “Draft Permit Application Filing Requirements Fiber Optic Cable Projects Sanctuaries” as a template to respond to requests, as these questions cover areas of concern to both agencies. Please see the MBNMS Filing Requirements section of the application text for a copy of the document we used to complete this packet. The sections and question numbers within this application packet correspond to the same in this document.

If you determine that your firm would be interested in providing these services to MBARI, please submit a proposal, including fees required to perform them.

� This list may not be comprehensive. We are hoping for additional guidance in this area.





