MBARI Comments on Draft USACOE Permit
First page of application form:

Box 5 and Box 13: Monterey is spelled incorrectly.

Page 1 of 14:

First paragraph: The application states, “To facilitate oceanographic data collection in Monterey Bay, data port and electrical nodes would be installed on the seafloor.” This sentence may be a little misleading, as there is only one main node and the ports will lead to various science experiments. The figure on the cover is a bit out of date, and we are currently working on getting it updated, as the figure represents this as multiple nodes, too. 

Second paragraph: There are a couple of references in this paragraph to “the Smooth Ridge.” The structure is just called “Smooth Ridge,” so it reads better to remove “the.”

Third paragraph: MBARI is spelled out in the first paragraph, so it probably does not need to be spelled out here as well. 

Page 2 of 14:

Second bullet at top: I have attached a figure created by one of our engineers which shows the planned layout of the HDD activities on MBARI’s property, if you think it would be helpful to incorporate it into the application as well. Figure 2.2-3 in the draft EIR/EIS depicts the location well.
Second paragraph under Block 18: Spell out ROV (Remotely Operated Vehicle)?

Page 3 of 14:

Second paragraph, second sentence: Please add “or equivalent vessel” after Ile de Re. 

Page 6 of 14:

Last paragraph (HDD): Please add “or fluid” to this sentence. “Lubrication containing water and bentonite clay, referred to as drilling mud or fluid, would be used to aid the drilling.”

Please remove this sentence, “In sand, which is the soil condition expected to occur at the Project site, the drilling mud would work as a grout to stabilize the sand in place and minimize the potential for the collapse of the borehole.” Because we will be using steel pipe, this does not apply.

Page 7 of 14:

First paragraph: Please remove this sentence, “A wire line magnetic guidance system would be used to ensure that the angle, depth, and exit point conform to the engineering plans.”
Second paragraph, Line 5: Change “…proposed drill path alignment would be performed…” to “…drill path alignment has been performed…”

Page 8 of 14:

Last paragraph, Lines 4–6: Please remove this sentence, “Depending on the specific soil conditions encountered during the drilling operation, certain polymers may be added to enhance the performance of bentonite.” Polymers will not be added.

Page 8–9 of 14:

Last sentence on page 8 (cont’d on page 9): The geologic characteristics have already been evaluated and the most appropriate path chosen.
We also noticed there doesn’t seem to be any information presented regarding the shore facility/electrical connections. Should something be included? 
Here’s the description of the Landing Site and Shore Facility from the draft EIR/EIS with some additional edits included:

“The proposed landing site for the MARS cable is a vacant parcel located on the west side of Sandholdt Road at the road’s northern terminus. This site is owned by the Applicant and would be used to land the MARS cable and to install shore facilities at the landing location. 

To bring the MARS cable to shore, a 5-inch (12.7-cm) diameter steel pipe would be installed underground that would extend out into Monterey Bay from the shore landing site. This pipe would serve as conduit for the MARS cable. The pipe would extend from the shore landing site to a point on the seabed approximately 0.89 miles (1.4 km) to the northwest of the shore landing site. The pipe would be installed beneath the seabed by means of horizontal directional drilling (HDD).

The power conductors and the fiber in the MARS cable would terminate at the MARS Shore Facility. The cable would be run in a conduit to the Shore Facility from the HDD entry hole via a short, narrow trench. The Shore Facility would include the shore power supplies, breakers, and other equipment necessary to feed power and communications to the observatory cable. The Shore Facility would be housed in a 20-foot (6-m)-long ISO van, or similar structure, placed on a concrete foundation constructed in accordance with applicable building codes. Power would be supplied to the structure from an existing overhead electrical distribution line adjacent to the Shore Facility site. The power line would be buried in another short, narrow trench running from the distribution line to the Shore Facility structure.

The fiber optic cable would be installed in a conduit attached to an existing MBARI-owned fence that runs from the Shore Facility site to the MBARI research facility. The conduit is located on MBARI property and would interconnect with the MBARI laboratory through the MLML network system. MBARI has obtained permission to connect through the MLML computer network system back to Building D at MBARI’s main facility, located on Sandholdt Road approximately 984 feet (300 m) to the south.”
Page 12 of 14:

Block 24: I will be getting this information from the Assessor’s Office and should have it for you shortly.

Figure 4, Figure 5, Attachments A, B and C:

Is it possible to remove all references to the company Environmental Crossings, Inc. (ECI)? Their logo appears in the corner on the figures, and their name is within the text of the attachments. We are putting out an RFP for the HDD contract, and we do not want to have any problems arise because ECI is listed on documentation. 

