March 3, 2004
Steve Towers, Ph.D.

Principal Ecologist

5000 Bechelli Lane, Suite 203

Redding, CA 96002

RE: Project Permitting for the MARS Project 

Dear Steve,

Thank you again for meeting with us to discuss our application to the State Lands Commission for the MARS project. Thank you also for sending along additional information regarding the permitting process, representative costs, and your 
potential role. 

As you correctly stated in your letter, MBARI is hoping to utilize in-house expertise to complete as much of the work as possible. Also, as you mentioned, while the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment may result in a shorter schedule, it is not an avenue that we can pursue at this time. 

However, we also realize that we may need additional support to shepherd us through the application process. Unfortunately, we are not able to determine the level of assistance we will require until we receive feedback from State Lands Commission regarding our initial application submission. 

At this point, we would like to wait until we have received comments from State Lands Commission and hope that we can contact you once we have a better understanding of our needs. However, we also understand that North State Resources may be interested in submitting a bid to the State Lands Commission for EIR preparation and that it may be in the best interest of your company to pursue this avenue. 

Once again, we appreciate your assistance and hope to contact you soon.

Sincerely,

Mandy Allen

Operations Administrator

