MBARI Application Review

March 26, 2004


October 13, 2005
John Draper
Assistant Harbor Master
Pillar Point Harbor
One Johnson Pier
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
RE: 
Request for assistance contacting commercial fishermen
Dear John,

I work for the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) in Moss Landing, CA. This morning I spoke with Deputy Miles on the phone regarding a request for assistance with a project we are working on. He suggested I fax the request to you for your consideration.
MBARI is working on a project called the Monterey Bay Accelerated Research System (MARS). The goal of this project is to install a submarine cable to provide power and data transfer capabilities to scientific instrumentation placed on Smooth Ridge in Monterey Bay. The cable will be buried along the majority of the route, as substrate will allow. (A copy of a map of the cable route is included here.)
We have been working with several agencies at the local, state, and federal level to obtain permits for this project. One requirement of many of the permits being issued states that MBARI needs to contact all commercial fishermen licensed to fish in the area to notify them of the proposed project, the proposed route, construction dates, and provide a copy of provisions dealing with entanglements, lost gear, and claims. Additionally, after the cable has been installed, we need to send the fishermen a list of the final coordinates of the cable as laid, as well as updated charts which include the cable route. 
The California Department of Fish and Game told us they were unable to determine which fishermen fish in the area of the cable route. The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary office suggested we contact the local harbor master’s offices to try to obtain contact information for the fishermen. Therefore, I am writing to see if you maintain a list of contact information for the fishermen in your area that also fish in the area around the proposed cable route. If you are unable to supply us with the list, I am hoping we would be able to discuss other options for disseminating this information to ensure the fishermen receive it in a timely manner.
An exact timeline for cable installation has not yet been determined, but we are hoping to move forward with construction within the next few months, pending final permit approvals.

Thank you very much for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience to discuss this further. I can be reached at (831) 775-1885 or mandy@mbari.org.








Best regards,








Mandy Allen








Operations Administrator
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