August 21, 2006
Bill Ward
616 Cornwall Street

Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
Dear Mr. Ward,

As you know, the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) is planning to install a submarine cable offshore Moss Landing and out into Monterey Bay as part of the MARS project. Cable installation operations are currently planned to occur in October 2006. (A packet with additional information about the installation is being sent separately.) I am writing now because MBARI is hoping to hire a few vessels to function as guard vessels during cable installation activities, and we would like to extend an opportunity to you to submit a bid for the proposed work.
MBARI has contracted with Alcatel to install the cable. The cable laying vessel Maersk Defender will be used during operations. The Maersk Defender is a 315-foot (96-m), dynamically positioned ocean-going cable lay and repair vessel. According to the U.S. Coast Guard, the cable laying vessel is considered a “vessel restricted in her ability to maneuver” because due to the nature of its work, the vessel is unable to keep out of the way of other vessels. Therefore, cable laying vessels are granted special considerations and other vessels must maintain a 1.15 mile (1nm) separation from the cable laying vessel during cable installation.
To help avoid conflicts between the cable laying vessel and other marine traffic, MBARI will utilize guard vessels. These vessels will monitor the area surrounding the cable laying vessel and communicate via radio to approaching vessels, if necessary. A logbook detailing activities will need to be maintained by the guard vessel throughout operations. The proposed shift for the guard vessel would be from 12:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (midnight to noon) or 12:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. (noon to midnight).
Cable installation activities are scheduled as follows:

	Task Name
	Duration
	Start

	Maersk Defender arrives in Monterey Bay
	
	10/21/06

	Grapnel run along cable route
	1.5 days
	10/22/06

	Place science node on Smooth Ridge in 2900ft water
	2 days
	10/23/06

	Lay and bury cable
	3 days
	10/25/06

	Pull cable ashore
	1 day
	10/28/06

	Complete work
	2 days
	10/29/06


If you are interested in submitting a bid, we will need the following information:

· Rate per 12-hour shift (Total costs: time, vessel, fuel, etc.)
· Availability during the proposed installation operation

We will need this information no later than September 8, 2006. Please submit this information to:
Mandy Allen

MBARI Operations Administrator

7700 Sandholdt Road

Moss Landing, CA 95039

FAX: (831) 775-1620

Email: mandy@mbari.org

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. I can be reached at (831) 775-1885 or email at mandy@mbari.org. 








Sincerely,







Mandy Allen







Operations Administrator
