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May 26, 2005
Audrey McCombs
Analyst, Energy and Ocean Resources Unit
California Coastal Commission

45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000

San Francisco, CA 94105
Dear Ms. McCombs,

I am writing regarding a statement made in your letter of April 6, 2005 to the California State Lands Commission and the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary regarding the MARS project. 
The last paragraph of Item #10 states, “The Commission will likely require that the HDD bore maintain a minimum depth of 100 feet below the ocean floor at all points, except near the bore entry and exit points.” The depth of the drill path recommended by the HDD contractor is approximately 56 feet below the sea floor. 
MBARI is committed to performing the HDD operations in the most appropriate way to minimize the chances of a “frac-out,” and we have taken great care in choosing the drill path. The figure above was based on and/or supported by analysis of a significant amount of data collected around the proposed drill path. Therefore, we are hoping you will reconsider this requirement. I have included copies of pertinent documentation for your review, which I have listed and described below.

1. CSLC Request: In a letter dated January 14, 2005, Chandra Basavalingandoddi, Senior Engineer for the California State Lands Commission, requested additional information regarding HDD operations. Specifically, there was a request for a copy of the “geotechnical report certified by a California registered Geotechnical Engineer including any geotechnical recommendations and confirmation of the adequacy of the proposed directional drilling program at the intended depth based on the existing subsurface conditions, and the geotechnical recommendations for the supporting structures for the near shore facilities” (see item #2 in the attached letter). MBARI has just received a copy of this report, which we are including here for your review (see #2 below).
2. Geotechnical Report certified by a California Registered Geotechnical Engineer: This report confirms that the depth proposed by the HDD contractor is appropriate and concludes with, “…it is our opinion that the proposed project has been well thought out, is environmentally safe and geotechnically feasible.” John Kasunich, of Haro, Kasunich and Associates, is the California registered Geotechnical Engineer who wrote this report. Please feel free to contact him directly at (831) 722-4175 if you have any additional questions.


3. Supplemental Geology Report and Subbottom Profiler Data: Additional data collection and analysis was conducted along the proposed HDD route to further determine the best path. Conclusions were summarized in this report, written by Geologist Dr. Charlie Paull. Subbottom profile images and a map of the data collection routes are also included.
In addition to these items, MBARI sent a copy of a binder titled, “MARS Shore Landing Options and HDD Documentation” to the CCC on September 30, 2004. This binder includes details of the proposed HDD work, a preliminary geology report, exploratory boring logs, profiles, and CPT data collected in the area, and Department of Transportation boring logs collected in the Moss Landing Harbor.
We hope that once you review this material, you will agree that the currently proposed depth for HDD operations will satisfactorily reduce the chance of a frac-out. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or to discuss this further. I would also be happy to provide additional copies of any materials. I can be reached at (831) 775-1885 or email at mandy@mbari.org. 








Very best regards,








Mandy Allen







Operations Administrator

Enclosures (3)

cc: Alison Dettmer

