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January 14, 2005


File Ref: W25980;R12903

Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

Attn: Ms. Mandy Allen

7700 Sandholt Road

Moss Landing, CA 95039

Subject:
Engineering Review of the Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) option for Monterey Accelerated Research System Cabled Observatory, to be located in the Monterey Bay, Monterey County.

Dear Ms. Allen:

Our Long Beach Engineer has completed his review of the information submitted by Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) pertaining to the shore landing portion of the subject project. 

On the basis of his engineering review, he recommended proceeding with 

the lease application process with the following additional information required for their

review and approval during the course of the project.

After finalizing the proposed shore landing Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) 

option, and contractor’s plan near shore facilities including any supporting structures for ISO van:

1. Provide a set of final engineering drawings as issued for construction showing all details such as coordinates for both exit and entry pits, proposed alignment bearing, minimum bend radius and the CSLC boundaries, structural details for foundation and support structures for the near shore facilities, etc, certified by a California registered Civil/Structural Engineer.

2. Provide a copy of the geotechnical report certified by a California registered Geotechnical Engineer including any geotechnical recommendations and confirmation of the adequacy of the proposed directional drilling program at the intended depth based on the existing subsurface conditions, and the geotechnical recommendations for the 
supporting structures for the near shore facilities. 
3. Provide any abandonment contingency plans in case the boring operations are forced to be suspended and a partially completed bore hole be abandoned.  (Note: no such plan was included in the Work Execution Plan –Option 1.)

4. Provide technical specifications of the boring machine, its tolerance limits, MSDS for the drilling mud and its additives, the contractor’s work execution plan, and health and safety plan after finalizing the HDD contractor,

For the entire project,
5. Provide responses to any outstanding engineering questions that were addressed in our previous correspondence date May 19, 2004.  The response MBARI submitted on June 1, 2004, needs to be supplemented with additional information included but not limited to the following:

Question 4:  Any anchoring procedures necessary for HDD drilling activities during offshore operations is recommended to be included.  

Question 5:  Timely advisory with the U.S. Coast Guard District Office and a copy of the published Notice for our records.  

Question 7: Critical Operations Curtailment Plan (COCP) is very essential and is to define the limiting conditions of sea state, wind, or any other weather conditions that exceed the safe operations of offshore vessels and equipment or divers in the water, that hinder potential spill clean up or in any way pose threat to personnel or the safety of the environment.  The COCP Plan needs to provide for a minimum five (5) day advance favorable weather forecast during offshore operations.  

Question 8: Provide Alcalte’s construction contractor’s specifications.  Question 9:  Provide Alcalte’s work execution plan.  

6. Within 90 days of completion of the project, provide 

a) A set of “as-built” plans certified by a California registered Civil Engineer, showing the final plan and profiles of the facilities in the lease area, and all field changes or other modifications to the plans as originally approved for construction.

b) A post construction written report confirming completion in accordance with the approved plans, describing any field changes with the justification, any accidents or spills affecting the waterway and corrective measures taken, and any other extraordinary conditions that occurred during the course of the project.  

c) All future repairs, structural modifications or abandonment/removal of the facilities within the Lease areas will require prior review and 

approval by CSLC’s engineering staff.  In the event of an urgent repair requiring immediate action, telephone contact can be made through 

the Commission’s 24-hour emergency response number (562) 590-5201.  

If you have any questions regarding the above letter please call me at 

(916) 574-1904 or Chandra Basavalinganadoddi at (562) 590-5209.

Sincerely,

Nancy Quesada

Public Land Management Specialist

cc: Chandra Basavalinganadoddi, Long Beach

Michelle Brown, DEPM

Diane Jones, SLC 
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