III.  APPLICATIONS
Applications for sanctuary authorizations shall include the following information:

1. Applicant and Project Information
1. Project Title
2. Sanctuary – Note the sanctuary(s) in which the activity is proposed to occur.
3. Applicant Information – Provide name, title, address, telephone number, fax number, email address, and institutional affiliation of the primary applicant/principal investigator and any co-applicants.   In addition, list the name and affiliation of any additional colleagues authorized to do work under the permit. 
4. Project Abstract – Abstract of approximately 250 words summarizing the project including objectives, methods, and project significance. The abstract shall be suitable for use in the public press.
5. Project Rationale – Describe the issue to be investigated and its importance and relevance to the sanctuary. Provide relevant background information that clarifies the need for the project and why it is valuable and/or necessary for this activity to be conducted in the sanctuary.
6. Objectives – Describe the specific objectives of the proposed project.
7. Intended Use of Results – Describe how the products/outcomes will be used, including any anticipated commercial use.
2. Methods – Describe how the proposed methods and analytical techniques will achieve the activity objectives. This description should include the following, as applicable:
1. Project Title – Clearly describe the proposed project area in terms of sanctuary name(s), geographic location(s), and place names. Unless it is necessary for the activity to take place throughout the sanctuary, provide the geographic coordinates of the proposed location in decimal degrees or degrees, minutes, seconds. Explain whether coordinates notate sampling point(s), boundary points, or a central point and associated radius. Indicate whether the work will take place in any sanctuary marine zones (see section G).
2. Procedures – Describe the proposed activity design that addresses the stated objectives.  Explain the methods and protocols to be employed in the field.  Include descriptions and diagrams of any instrumentation or equipment to be used and deployment duration.  Describe all phases of activity, including equipment removal.  Include activity frequency (e.g., daily, monthly) as appropriate. 
3. Collections – If applicable, describe the type, size, and quantity of specimens or materials to be collected, sampled, or captured.  Include collection methods, handling, frequency, and replicates required for each experiment.  If aware that specimens of the proposed types already exist in a repository, explain why additional collecting is necessary.  Provide scientific nomenclature where possible.  Provide information on all other applicable federal or state permits where required. 
4. Schedule – Provide a schedule that includes start of project, approximate dates or seasons of fieldwork, analysis, reporting, and completion dates.  Include the requested start and stop dates for the authorization. 
5. Budget – Briefly outline the expenses associated with this project and identify your expected funding source(s).  Provide contract number, performance period, and name of sponsoring agency, as applicable. 
3. Products – With limited exemptions, all information resulting from activities conducted under a national marine sanctuary permit must be made available to the public.
1. Publications and Reports – Describe the expected publications or reports that will be generated as part of this study.
2. Collections – Describe the proposed disposition of collected specimens or materials. If you propose that the NMSP lend the specimens or samples to a non-NMSP institution for long-term storage, identify that institution and give a brief justification for this proposal. 
3. Data and Other Materials – Describe any other products to be generated as part of the project, such as photographs, maps, models, handouts, exhibits, software presentations, raw data, GIS coverages, or videos, and the proposed disposition of these materials.  If data are to be collected from the public as part of this study, provide a copy of the data collection instrument (survey, questionnaire, interview protocol, etc.). 
4. Literature Cited – Include full bibliographic citations for any reports and publications used in the text of the application.
5. Qualifications – Provide a background summary for the primary applicant/principal investigator and any co-applicant.  Identify their training and qualifications relevant to the proposed project and their ability to conduct field activities in the environment of the proposed activity area.  Describe previous permitted activities in national marine sanctuaries, including any sanctuary permits or authorizations previously issued. 
6. Environmental Impacts – Discuss the environmental consequences of conducting the proposed activity and indicate whether the activity could be conducted outside the sanctuary and still accomplish the project's objectives.  Specify the direct and indirect environmental impacts of the activity and explain how the benefits of the research will outweigh the disadvantages or environmental consequences in both the short and long term. 
7. Supporting Documentation and Special Concerns– Provide information on the following topics where applicable.  Attach copies of any supporting documentation that will facilitate processing your application, such as other required federal and state permits, copies of peer reviews, letters of support and funding commitments, and certifications. 

1. Coordination with other research – NMSP encourages research coordination and cost-sharing with other investigators to enhance scientific capabilities and avoid unnecessary duplication of effort.  Applicants should include a description of these efforts, where applicable.  Cite similar or supporting past or present research results. 
2. Copies of other permits – Include, if applicable, copies of other federal, state and/or local permits issued with regards to this permit request. 
3. Requests for NMSP assistance – NMSP has limited on-site sanctuary personnel, facilities and equipment that may be used to support permitted activities under special circumstances.  Requests for support should accompany the permit application and include details on the support requested, justification, dates and length required, and alternate plans if NMSP support is not available. 
4. Activities in marine zones – Some sanctuaries have established marine zones to more fully protect habitats, restore the ecological integrity of these areas, or deconflict certain activities. Examples of these zones include Sanctuary Preservation Areas in Florida Keys NMS and marine reserves in Channel Islands NMS. For any activity or portion of activity proposed to take place in marine zones, describe why it is necessary to conduct this activity in a particular zone and how it will further the understanding and/or management of the zone or sanctuary.
