To : Dave Caress, Chair M-DUC

      Cc:  Marcia McNutt

From : Ed DeLong

Re : Science consensus on potential core status of ROV video annotation (outline mode) and the Sample archive/database.

The Scientists met on September 9 to achieve  some consensus view  on the potential “core” status of ROV video annotation (outline mode) and the Sample archive/database.  The following consensus opinion emerged, with agreement of all scientists present (Peter Brewer, Francisco Chavez and Debra Stakes were absent).  :

ROV video annotation (outline mode)

• Scientists agreed that this data stream reasonably met the criteria previously identified for candidate “core”   data streams.  

• It was recognized that benthic surveys and midwater surveys have fundamentally different processing requirements, with most midwater dives requiring full annotation.

• Jim Barry stepped forward as the ROV video annotation “champion”, and will work closely to coordinate and communicate user needs with M-DUC,  data processors,  and management.

• It will be essential for the science “champion” to be intimately involved in helping define and coordinate the ultimate definition of “outline mode”. 

Sample archive and database
• The Scientists agreed that this database did not meet the criteria previously identified for core data streams.  The sample archive was not recommended as an Institutional  core data stream.   No “champion” was identified. 
• The consensus opinion was that the sample types and archiving needs of science groups were diverse and varied.  Due to the complexity and diverse nature of sampling and sample types,  the primary responsibility for sample archiving/databasing should be in the hands of the primary  scientist/users.

• There was high praise for the existing web-based interface and scheme for sample archiving pioneered by Jenny  Paduan.    Especially, a web-based interface for archiving rock samples and formalin fixed samples was seen as a valuable contribution.
•  Maintanence of a sample archive,  especially for fixed samples and rock samples was seen as useful, but not a full time occupation.  It was recommended that some fraction of Jenny’s time (ca. 25%) be allocated in  Science, for continuing sample archiving in a “non-core” mode.  It was proposed that Jenny would report to the Science Chair, or Scientist designee,  for coordination of these sample archiving activities.

