March 10, 2000

To: Marcia McNutt, Ed Delong, Judith Connor, Jim McFarlane, 

Steve Etchemendy, Jim Bellingham

Cc: MDUC

Re: Core data recommendation for mooring data streams

The M-DUC has been considering the status of MBARI mooring data and the potential for designating some mooring data as “core”.  Francisco Chavez and Ken Johnson have participated in some of the discussions regarding the various mooring data streams.

We have determined that some of the data streams derived from the MBARI moorings (M1 and M2) currently satisfy the criteria for core data. These are:

· Surface CTD

· T- String

· Met Data

· GPS

· ADCP

· PCO2
Some of the other mooring data streams do not presently satisfy the core data criteria but potentially could qualify in the future:

· Spectroradiometer

· Transmissiometer

· Flourometer

We request that Ed Delong determine if Science collectively agrees with any or all of these judgements. Should Science decide that some mooring data ought to be core, we would then ask management to determine whether these data streams should be implemented as core in 2001. If so, MDUC will develop a mooring data management plan and budget for the 2001 proposal process.

Management and Science should be aware that additional resources might be required to handle the mooring data streams as core. Although Gernot Friederich processes the mooring PCO2 data at MBARI, Fred Bahr of NPS processes all of the other recommended data streams under a grant that expires at the end of 2000. NPS will seek to obtain continued support for mooring activities, including the processing of MBARI mooring data, but we cannot be assured that this effort will continue. If MBARI finds it necessary to sponsor the mooring data processing in 2001, the options would be to:

1) Contract with NPS to continue the existing data processing 

(50 days/year or roughly 20% of Fred Bahr’s salary)

2) Perform the mooring data processing in-house 

(50 days/year of someone’s effort).

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Dave Caress

Chair, MDUC

