MBARI Data Users Committee Meeting

April 26, 2004

Attending:

Kim Reisenbichler, Debra Stakes, Gernot Friederich, John Graybeal, Rich Schramm, David Caress, Nancy Jacobsen-Stout, Mike Burczynski, Keith Raybould

Changes to MDUC email list

MDUC email list changed to allow posting by anyone emailing to mduc@mbari.org. The emails will be archived, and sent directly to list members.

Request emailed to Ken Johnson and Francisco Chavez for information needed for assessing core status for 

· Flourometer (Ken + Francisco)

· Radiometer (Ken + Francisco)

· ISUS (Ken)

· Backscatter (Francisco)

Committee discussion of Core mooring salinity data

· Emailed request for reaction to notion of changing microcat depths – got simple response.

Francisco: “Given that we have 15 years of data at 40 m (and at 10 min sampling) I think it is a BAD idea to change depths and sampling.”

· Note: MBARI divers could extend their range to 40 m. Involves some additional risk and requires some additional decompression procedures, but is within the range of scientific divers at other institutions. (Kim)

· Additional questions to consider:

· Are there existing pumped CTD units that can operate on batteries for a year? (Kelley)

· What if we add a microcat sensor at 30 m (easier diver access) and leave the 40 m sensor in place? (Mooring CTD users).

· It would be good to get calibrations at the ends of deployments.

· Question to DMO: How close to a mooring can we do a 50 m deep CTD cast from a ship? Can we get closer than the current 1 km watch circle limit? (Kelley, Etch)

· MDUC Recommendation:

1) Do not attempt to schedule mooring deployments to obtain better data at times of particular interest. The committee views the entire time series as important, and wishes to focus on improving data quality throughout deployments.

2) Obtain in-situ calibrations of CTD sensors at the ends of deployments by deploying a second, internally logging sensor at the locations of the shallow instruments for the last part (3 months?) of each deployment? 

3) Pursue tests of pumped microcat sensors on the Moorings in conjunction with existing instruments. 

There have been no responses to our request for comments on the criteria for Core Data. The committee is comfortable with the existing Core data criteria.

IAG Efforts

· We will be working over the next few months to upgrade the web site documentation of the core data projects.

· This will address desire for a designated entry point for core data access

· Core Mooring data access web pages have been augmented with data from the current deployments.

· Some of the options have been adjusted in accordance with recent discussions.

CTD bad data protocol:

· As reported previously, water sample checking revealed problems with the primary CTD sensor in casts during a January cruise.

· The protocol for handling this data issue in archiving is:

When there is a problem with CTD in the primary data sensor and the secondary sensor is ok, then we will change sensor designations for that deployment (secondary becomes primary) and eliminate the bad data.

Next MDUC Meeting:

Will be a joint MUC/MDUC/NPS meeting in 2-3 weeks.

