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Project Summary

Purpose (same as previous years): The video annotation database derived from the ROVs Ventana and Tiburon is “core” data, which means that this database is considered important to the MBARI community as a whole. The collection, processing, and archiving of core data is provided on an institutional basis with oversight by the MBARI Data Users Committee (MDUC).

2004 Report: Annotation of ROV video was completed at either an “Outline” level (standard) or at a more comprehensive level if required by specific projects. Progress on video annotations advanced at a steady rate, with over 150 dive days, or 854 hours, annotated in “Outline” and “Detail” mode by year’s end. In 2004, a total of 228 ROV dives with video recordings occurred, including 1193 (384 Ventana and 809 Tiburon) total hours of ROV video generated. 

Regular consultations were held with scientists and among video staff to address annotation standards issues and scientists’ video annotation data requests were fulfilled as necessary. Staff also began utilizing the new VARS system in the video lab on a regular basis. The system, though some debugging and enhancement is still taking place, has made the annotation process much more efficient. VARS has also enabled instant recall and editing of annotations, which will facilitate vast improvements in the data quality control efforts. In addition to populating and supporting use of this database for MBARI scientists, video team members disseminated information about this unique database and affiliated research projects via presentations at the ASLO and Taxonomic Databases Working Group annual meetings. Video Lab staff also participated in several cruises throughout the year and held numerous lab demonstrations for visiting colleagues. 
Mentorships

Nancy Jacobsen Stout and Linda Kuhnz mentored summer intern Annika Mitchell who completed the successful project The Application of MBARI Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) Video Footage to Benthic Habitat Mapping: A Pilot Study of Carmel Canyon Head.  http://www.mbari.org/education/internship/04interns/04papers/2004_papers.html.
