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Project Summary:

The video annotation database derived from the ROVs Ventana and Tiburon is “core” data, which means that this database is considered important to the MBARI community as a whole. The collection, processing, and archiving of core data is provided on an institutional basis with oversight by the MBARI Data Users Committee (MDUC).

Annotation of all ROV video was completed at either an “Outline” level (standard) or at a more comprehensive level if required for a specific project. Progress on video annotations advanced at a steady rate, with over 330 dive days annotated in “Outline” mode by year’s end. In addition, all midwater dives were annotated in “Detail” mode and several dives were annotated by science and video staff while at sea. In 2000, a total of 1410 hours (490 Ventana and 920 Tiburon) of ROV video were generated. The video lab also began 2000 with a multi-year backlog of over 1200 hours of video to be annotated, but succeeded in virtually eliminating this over the course of the year. Over half of the 2000 dives have now been annotated, and technicians are very close to reaching a sustainable working rate, which estimates that there will always be two to three months of video to be annotated at any moment (i.e. tapes can be generated quicker than it is possible to annotate them, especially by Tiburon).

The video annotation database quality was monitored by the designated data champion. The video annotation staff continued to hold regular meetings to address annotation standards issues. As MBARI’s geological research programs have been augmented in recent years, the geology component of the annotations has become increasingly important. The addition of a technician proficient in geology, improvements to the knowledge base, and commencement of an online geology catalog (http://mww.mbari.org/itd/video/AnnotationRetrieval/GeologyCatalogue/geoConcepts.htm) in 2000 have allowed more accurate and usable geological identifications and descriptions to be made. 
In addition to populating the annotation database for use by MBARI scientists, the video team disseminated information about this unique database via a multimedia poster presentation at the 9th Deep-Sea Biology Symposium.
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