TECHNICAL COUNCIL PROPOSAL REVIEW FORM

Proposal Number: 200010/708010

Proposal Title: Continental Margin and Submarine Canyon Processes

Principle Investigator: Charles Paull

BRIEF SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

In 2006, we intend to focus on the completion of previous projects and the collection of new data associated with six separate activities: (1) placing instrument packages in Shepard Meander and adjacent Fan Channel in association with the MOOS 2006 Science Experiment to study canyon processes; (2) sampling within the axial channel of submarine canyons along Central California to complete the canyon comparison work; (3) Zephyr-Mapping AUV surveys in Santa Monica Basin and on Monterey Fan; (4) repeat mapping sections of Monterey Canyon floor; (5) event response to Salinas River flooding and other potential sediment transport events in Monterey Canyon; and (6) developing a simple Shelf Triggering Event Detector for deployment in upper Monterey Canyon.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF OVERALL REVIEW:

· There is very little engineering development effort in this proposal

· Makes good use of MBARI technology (Dorado mapping AUV)
· Enables and complements MBARI technology and science (MOOS mooring)

· STED is simple development step to figure out how to do this

· From a technical perspective, it represents a modest, low-risk and worthwhile effort

INDIVIDUAL CRITERIA FINDINGS

Technical Merit

-What is the breadth and depth of the impact of the technology on the science community?

-Is the technical approach innovative?

-Is the project designed to identify the high-risk elements early?

-Is the technology a cost-effective way of obtaining the science (“bang for the buck”) with respect to current or alternative methods?

-Have the proper “make or buy” decisions been made?

Relevance to MBARI

-Is the technology a good fit to MBARI’s skills and staff?

-Is the technology unique and timely?

-Does the technology align/play well with other MBARI technology choices (i.e., fit the roadmap)

· Utilizes MBARI technology (Dorado mapping AUV)
· Enables and complements MBARI technology and science (MOOS mooring)

· Leverages important technology developed at MBARI

· STED is simple development step to figure out how to do this; modest effort, worth doing

· Consider using omni-directional trigger (may want unidirectional for this application, but in other applications, omni may be called for)
Other Comments

