Greetings everyone!

I’d like to greet your Monday with a not-so mundane contest! Rec-Com has been pumpkin our heads together to come up with activities that will exseed your expectations. We think we’ve found one!

How buoyant is the Pumpkin?
The contest will go as follows. The winner, wins a $50 gift certificate.

How you win:
· Be the first and most accurate at guessing the buoyancy of the pumpkin.
· Entries will need to be in units of lbs. 
· We will round up to the nearest 1/2 lb. 
· A negative buoyancy means it sinks and a positive one means it floats!
Who can play? One entry per MBARIan (so kids, partners, +1s, pets, etc can help) One can submit multiple times but only the latest entry will be counted.

Can you view the pumpkin in person?  No, due to the nature of remote work, the pandemic, and keeping things fair by providing the same information and opportunity to everyone.

Buoyancy (/ˈbɔɪənsi, ˈbuːjənsi/) or upthrust, is an upward force exerted by a fluid that opposes the weight of a partially or fully immersed object. In a column of fluid, pressure increases with depth as a result of the weight of the overlying fluid.

For more information about buoyancy you can watch this short clip:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16HDJNoXQII

Here’s the information about the pumpkin:
· Where is the pumpkin from? It’s from a farm near Shark Fin Cove near Davenport California.
· State of the Pumpkin: At the time of measurement, the pumpkin seemed to be in peak pumpkin state aka it was not in the process of rotting. It also seemed content, but we’re also not familiar with how pumpkins express their feelings…
· In-air weight: 16.5 lbs. taken on 11/9/2020 at 12:02 PST
· Salinity of the test tank at the time of measurement:
·  Sal = 33.79008 psu, stdev (n=70) = 0.07068 psu taken around 12:00 11/10/2020 at PST
· Temperature of the test tank water at the time of measurement:  
· 16.34334 C, stdev = 0.020914C taken around 12:00 11/10/2020 at PST
· Pictures of the pumpkin with approximate measurements and data collection setup are provided in the following location:
\\atlas\ProjectLibrary\Rec Com\Buoyancy Contest Pumpkin
· No further information about the pumpkin will be provided.
· By the time we sent this e-mail, we already have an answer for the buoyancy of the pumpkin in question. All personnel involved in the measurement taking have agreed not to disclose the answer until the winner is announced. 

Contest ends on Thursday Nov 19, 2020 @17:00 PST. Winner will be announced Friday Nov 20, 2020.

Think you have a gourd guess? Submit it here:
https://forms.gle/ZmMpp4Eq86JLCYAn8




[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s Friday-so here’s the scoop on the contest…

Last week, we did some measurements and dunked a pumpkin in the test tank. From that, we calculated that the buoyancy of that specific pumpkin was a whole 12.5lbs positive! 

If you ever find yourself needing an extra lift, grab a pumpkin.

We had many entries, but the closest was made by Patrick Daniel with a guess of 13lbs!

The group average guess was 18.6lbs.

Awesome work everyone and thanks for your participation!
