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Executive summary

Due to the extremely large quantity of prior art in the topic area (over 1400 pieces) it is difficult to say if this particular design is patentable.  While there are similar types of ballast systems for other ships, most of the ballast systems for SWATH type ships had deformable displacement tanks.  It is almost certain that this has never been done for a boat of this scale, as it is by far the smallest ever built.  It would seam that the idea is too similar to devices used on mono-hull and other ships to be patentable. 
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