Core Catcher

A core catcher is a collection of spring steel fingers that form a spiral pointing inward. These fingers are mounted on a steel ring that is attached to the bottom end of a core tube. During core collection, the fingers allow the sediment to pass up into the core tube, but spring back into place to prevent the core material from falling out during core handling. Core catchers work best with fine-grained, clay-rich sediments, whereas loose, sandy sediments are more difficult to retain in a core tube.
