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For Programs covered under the Joint Tariff Agreement (JTA), Users must contact their national Representative of Country (ROC).  See Joint Tariff Agreement (page 2).
Basic Guidelines

Charges for use of Argos are based on Platform Transmitter Terminal (PTT) transmissions.  All PTT transmissions are subject to charges as soon as they transmit.  This includes tests performed by a manufacturer, field testing prior to deployment, and transmissions subsequent to a User’s study period.  
Please Note:
CLS America, Inc. cannot reprocess archived data.  To ensure that PTTs are processed using your specifications, a completed Technical File must be submitted to the U.S. Global Processing Center (USGPC).  Otherwise, all sensor data will be processed using default parameters (hexadecimal output; 8 bits per sensor) and will be archived in this format.

Written notice from authorized individuals is required to implement changes.  Modification fees may apply.

For USA Clients Only:  The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 requires Argos Users to file Federal Communication Commission (FCC) Form 442 to apply for use of the 401.65 uplink frequency.  To obtain an application, Users should call 202-418-3676, the FCC’s Automated Form Line.  Users may also download Form 442 directly from the Internet using the following address:  http://ftp.fcc.gov/oet/faqs/elbfaqs.html
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JOINT TARIFF AGREEMENT (JTA)
The Joint Tariff Agreement is organized under the World Meteorological Organization and Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission.  The JTA annually negotiates a tariff structure which is available to all government-financed or non-profit programs.  To obtain services covered under the JTA, Users must contact User Services and their JTA Representative of Country (ROC).  For programs which do not qualify for the JTA, please contact User Services.  For 2006, the United States ROC is:
Eric Locklear

NOAA Office of Global Programs

301-427-2361

eric.locklear@noaa.gov
www.ogp.noaa.gov/argos/index.htm
At the 2005 meeting of the Argos Joint Tariff Agreement (JTA) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, agreement was reached to keep the same Tariff for 2006.  All U.S. JTA Argos usage for 2006 will be calculated and invoiced according to the same structure.  See Appendix – JTA Information on pages 6 and 7 for details.
Help

For clarification, questions, or help, please contact User Services at userservices@clsamerica.com or 301-925-4411.
JOINT TARIFF AGREEMENT (JTA)  SERVICES

Basic Service - Location and Data Collection

The processing center performs requested calculations, generates results files, and archives the data for a period of three months in addition to the current month.  You may obtain results automatically, on-line, or on various media.  See ADDITIONAL SERVICES in this catalog for more details.  Basic Service includes data from all satellites in the Argos Constellation.
Full Time On...................$5.60 PTT Day Unit    

TARIFF CODE A01
Animal & Float...............$8.40 PTT Day Unit

TARIFF CODE A02
Fixed Station...................$2.80 PTT Day Unit

TARIFF CODE A03
Inactive Service  TARIFF CODE  A60

This is the minimum service available and is intended for PTT transmissions no longer of use to the User or the global community.  Transmissions under this service are free of charge.  To qualify for Inactive Service, a PTT:


1) must have transmitted in Basic Service for a minimum of two months; 

2) cannot be processed through a Local User Terminal (LUT) or direct readout station; and, 



3) cannot be retrieved or reverted to another service. 


Data from PTTs declared inactive will not be accessible.


ID numbers will be removed from the user’s program and cannot be reassigned.
Auxiliary Location Processing (ALP) Service         

     TARIFF CODE  K60
Provides alternative processing for data where the minimum requirements for reliable location calculation are not met.  Locations calculated with two or three messages during a satellite pass, as well as diagnostic data are provided.  ALP is applied to individual PTTs and is included with Basic Service.  NOTE:  If you require auxiliary location processing for your platforms you must request this option.


Active Platforms

Any platform that transmits during a month will be charged the monthly active platform fee.  



    Monthly Active Platform Fee.........$13.90  PTT/month   TARIFF CODE  K01
ADDITIONAL SERVICES and FEES
ArgosDirect

Email or File Transfer

Data may be distributed automatically by email, or file transfer (ftp) through the Internet.  Users must complete an ArgosDirect form providing pertinent information.  
  
  Email or File Transfer........$0.12/kilobyte
              TARIFF CODE  T14
Databank

Data from the Argos database is available monthly.   Products are sent via first class postage paid.  Express mail is available at an additional charge.  Please contact User Services for additional information regarding other types of media.  
        

 CD ...........$180.00/CD
                    TARIFF CODE  B60
Telnet/ssh

Users with Internet connectivity may access data on-line at the USGPC via Telnet.  There is a minimal charge per minute for time in the system.  Contact User Services for more information.

 





Telnet…....$0.25/minute         
    TARIFF CODE  T40
Web Interface

Users may access data on-line at the USGPC using our Web Interface.  Maps, modifications to accounts, and application renewals are available with this connection.  Contact User Services for additional information or visit: http://argosdata.argosinc.com.   
Processing Modifications

Initial set up for accounts is made free of charge.  Future changes are subject to modification charges.  Modifications to data transmitted over the Global Telecommunication System (GTS) are not charged.

Modifications to the type of processing, the number of bits per sensor, altitude, calibration curves, location class, transfer of a PTT between programs or between type of service, changes to ADS, etc., are made within three business days from receipt of written request.  One modification will be charged per PTT or for groups of ten or less if the modifications and formats are identical.

Modifications to Username or Password are made within three business days from receipt of written request.  One unit charged per modification.  Contact User Services for additional information.

Modification........$48.00 each
        
   TARIFF CODE  C20
ADDITIONAL SERVICES AND FEES (CONT.)

Unused ID Numbers

Platform numbers which are assigned to a User’s program and have not transmitted for 24 months will automatically be charged a fee of $4.50 per month.  Users can avoid this fee by returning ID numbers which have not transmitted in at least six months.  Please contact User Services for more information.

       Unused IDs.....$4.50 PTT/month
    TARIFF CODE  K59
Retroactive Copying

Archived data not ordered in advance is available for periods of complete calendar months.  Output is limited to five programs and three months per individual product.  In addition to media charges, a surcharge is applied for each month of data requested.



        Retroactive Copying..........$144.00/month 
   TARIFF CODE  C10
APPENDIX - JTA INFORMATION

Benefits to Users

The tariff structure is simple, comprehensive and flexible, cost-efficient, and globally consistent.  The main features are itemized below:


Simple accounting: a monthly charge per active PTT and a PTT-day rate


Users are invoiced quarterly only from CLS America, Inc. and on actual consumption – no advanced payment required


Only two categories of service: 1) Basic Service -Location and Data Collection, and 2) Inactive Service (free of charge)


Multi-satellite service, Auxiliary Location Processing (ALP) and dual-processing are included in the Basic Service


No surcharge for more than 6 locations/10 data collections


Additional services such as Databank, Automatic Distribution Service (ADS), and Processing Modifications are not included in the Basic Service and are invoiced separately when they are required.

Cost Calculation, Accounting Units, Time Slots

The cost will be calculated according to the following formula:

PTT cost per month = A + [B x the number of PTT Day Units]

where:
- A represents the monthly charge per active PTT (an active PTT is one that transmits at least once during a given calendar month)



- B represents the PTT-day rate.


- For some PTT categories, the day is divided into 4 time slots (0000 - 0600; 0600 - 1200; 1200 - 1800; 1800 – 0000 hours).  Any PTT transmission collected into a given time slot produces a 0.25 day unit.

In addition, to allow for various platform types to be taken into account, the coefficient B, the PTT-day rate is computed as:

B = B1 + B2
where:
-
B1 takes into account the volume of data transmitted and


-
B2 takes into account the workload required to deal with the platform

The coefficient A is $13.90 for the 2006 Agreement. B1 and B2 are as follows for each different category:

Category
B1 
B2 
Total B=(B1+B2)


Full Time on
$2.80
$2.80
$5.60

Fixed Station 
$1.40
$1.40
$2.80

Animal
$2.80
$5.60
$8.40

Float
$5.60
$2.80
$8.40

Full Time on – PTT’s in this category are drifting and moored buoys and, more generally, all those PTT’s which do not belong to categories below.
Fixed Station – PTT’s in this category are land fixed PTT’s, a specific and set apart subset of full-time PTT’s.
Animal – PTT’s in this category are those that are used to track animals and transmit on either a designed in (by the manufacturer) duty cycle or on an effective duty cycle as with many marine animals.
Float – PTT’s in this category are subsurface floats such as the ARGO program floats.
Example A (Full Time on):  A drifting buoy that transmits continuously every day will incur the following monthly charge:

PTT cost per month = $13.90 + [ $5.60 x 30 PTT Day Units ]
 =  $181.90
Example B (Non-Continuous):  A bird carrying a PTT that is designed to transmit every day in the month but only 8 hours per day will typically be heard from in 2 daily time slots (possibly 3 on occasion) and will incur the following monthly charge:

PTT cost per month = $13.90 + [ $8.40 x .5(30 PTT Day Units) ]
=  $139.90
                   {note: the .5 comes from transmissions in only two time slots, i.e.  2 x .25 day units = .5}

Quantity Discount for large programs on “B” coefficient

The 2006 agreement also includes a discount to programs using a large number of platforms, under the condition that those programs are funded and managed by a unique organization. The quantity discount is based upon the number of Platform-years (a platform-year is a platform transmitting every day in the month, in full-time, 12 months per year). The table below provides the agreed upon discount structure: 


PTT-years
B 


300
$4.70


600
$3.70


900
$2.80
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