From:Melinda Braun 
CEO & Technical Director 
Wildlife Computers - "Innovative Tags for Innovative Research" 
Email: tags@wildlifecomputers.com 
Website: www.wildlifecomputers.com 
8345 154th Ave NE, Redmond, WA, 98052  USA 
Tel:+ 1(425) 881-3048   Fax:+ 1(425) 881-3405
The shortest duration for the premature release protocol is 24hours. Therefore you cannot use a “premature release” to initiate transmissions after the tag is released via your mechanical release mechanism.

The PAT will transmit once it senses it is “dry” after a scheduled release.  I do not know, however, if we have implemented a “failsafe” mechanism such that the tag will transmit even if it still reads “wet” after a certain period of time (the assumption being the wet/dry sensor has failed, thus never reading “dry”). If we have such a failsafe mechanism implemented, programming the tag to “popoff” soon after deployment may not work.

  The office is closed today, and I am unable to reach the programmer who would know this detail. When tomorrow are you deploying the tags? How long do you anticipate the tags to be held at depth before release? 

I am afraid I cannot give you an answer regarding whether or not programming a release soon after deployment would work until our programmer comes in tomorrow at 8am. Please feel free to call me on my cell, 425.985.5809 if you wish to discuss this further before then.


From:Isaac Heizer [Isaac@wildlifecomputers.com]

If a MK10 with a corrosion link is still alive 45 days after corrosion begins, MK10 ignores the wet/dry sensor and begins transmitting.
 

It seems to me the instrument could be programmed with a transmission schedule to always transmit, even before corrosion.  This would cause it transmit whenever the sensor reads dry (transmit schedule permitting).  You could disable premature release and set the scheduled popoff far into the future -- this would let your independent release mechanism handle the details of releasing the instrument.
 

two other points.....one should avoid the setting that tells the instrument to cease transmissions when hauled out (because presumably you want it to transmit until exhaustion once it releases).  Also, since the instrument will be running at a 1/2 second wakeup rate (because it's aggressively looking for a dry spell as long as it it teathered to the bottom and waiting to transmit), battery life may be a concern if this is for an extended deployment.
